8 – 11 APRIL 2004

AN INVITATION FROM THE KASBAH DU TOUBKAL 

AND THE IMLIL VALLEY TO JOIN US FOR A MECHOUI FESTIVAL* 

The year 2004 sees a number of landmarks for Discover Limited and its directors. Twenty-five years have passed since the company was founded, Mike McHugo started his passion for Morocco and he and Haj Maurice established their enduring friendship.  The rest is well known to most of you but for new readers they have, with the able assistance of Chris McHugo and numerous others, restored The Kasbah du Toubkal to its former glory whilst managing to retain its specialness.  Along the way they have fought to protect the Imlil valley against marauding westerners, and the more negative effects of unsympathetic, rapid development.  With an aphorism always at the ready as, after all, “dreams are only the plans of the reasonable”, they tried to ensure that the area was not subjected to the monoculture that is modern tourism, but put time and effort into more sustainable projects that provide diverse employment. The aim was always to augment the quality of life whilst preserving the cultural heritage.  

And there is still much to do.  The real purpose of the event is to raise more funds for the Association of the Valleys of Imlil to continue these activities. The target this time is at least 50,000 Euros that will allow the village hammam (steam bath) to be completed. Currently the only public ones available in the Imlil region are at Aremd on the way to Toubkal or at Asni. Aremd is very small, Asni has good facilities but it can take all day to get there and back, costs 10 dirhams in entry and is therefore expensive in terms of time and money.  Plus women are not allowed to travel so far unaccompanied.  Some people do have personal hammans but these can be difficult to fire up and use when it is cold and wet, the very time they are needed most! The communal bath is central to life in Berber communities. It obviously provides much needed washing facilities, but more importantly is a relaxed, comfortable space where villagers (particularly the women) can exchange stories, seek and give advice, and generally share their hopes and fears about what the future may bring.  If you take the surrounding settlements into account, well over a thousand villagers will have access to the new hammam and its benefits. If, by good fortune and great generosity, we can raise more than the target there are no shortage of good causes for which it can to be used.

SO COME AND HAVE A GOOD TIME, ENJOY YOURSELF AND DONATE LOTS OF MONEY FOR A VERY GOOD CAUSE.

The Kasbah is providing all the services and hospitality free of charge so 100% of the funds you pay/donate for participating in this event, which we will make as memorable as possible, will go to the Association of the Valleys of Imlil fund.

Plus, if you already thought Mike McHugo was completely mad, he has just confirmed it. It may be that as 2004 also sees his fiftieth birthday (another reason to party) there is the need to do one more rash thing.  Whatever, but rather than use more conventional forms of transport, he and a few friends are intending to cycle from The Eagles Nest, our centre in France, to the Kasbah.  They are making it easier by catching the boat from Sete to Tangiers but it is still probably close to 1000Km.   The intention is to encourage people who wish to contribute but cannot attend the party to sponsor this them – a form is attached.  The cycle team intends to arrive at the Kasbah on 7th April 2004 so the plan for guests is as follows:

Day 1   8th April Arrive Marrakech and transfer to Kasbah 

Day 2   9th April Day relaxing and walking from the Kasbah (possible trek up Toubkal for those equipped and able)

Day 3   10th April Mechoui* party to include local guests and friends from the Marrakech region.

Day 4   11th Return to Marrakech for flights or to continue your stay.

What are we offering and what are we after?

Included in the following prices are transfers to and from Marrakech, all food and accommodation for the 3 nights, and guides for trekking whilst at the Kasbah. There are three options:

Option 1 Berber salon communal accommodation  -  £250 per person 

Option 2 In a standard en suite room - £360 per person (based on 2 sharing)

Option 3 In en suite deluxe room (bath, balcony etc)  £430 per person (based on 2 sharing)

   
(Children between 5 and 15 years sharing adult rooms, 50% reduction, 4 years or less free)

If you would like to attempt the Toubkal Trek – and you must be suitably equipped for snow conditions – there is a supplement of 200 Euros per person, payable directly at Kasbah. Please indicate your desire in advance.

As we have said all the amounts will go directly to the Association. Anyone wishing to make extra donations over and above the cost of the event will of course be encouraged to do so and a thank you in advance from the Village Association.

Discover Ltd. will be pleased to tailor make tours for any individual participants by adding days before or after the event at our published rates and will donate 10% of any of these costs to the Fund.

If you would like to come along please contact us and we will send you an Application Form. Alternatively, if you would like to donate to the cause but cannot participate in person please complete the Sponsorship Form. Even better, ask your friends to chip in too.

We hope you will be able to join us in what we believe will be a memorable event. If you can’t, thank you for helping a worthwhile cause and we hope to welcome you at the Kasbah very shortly.

All at Discover Ltd. and the Kasbah du Toubkal

“God shall know them by their deeds” 

* A Mechoui is a traditional village feast that involved baking whole lambs in mud ovens.  It is accompanied by a Halwash which is where young and old entertain each other with dancing, music, story telling, and so on.  It is a sight to behold, and that the people of the Imlil Valley are holding it for us is a great honour. 

SPONSOR FORM TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE ASSOCIATION BASSINS D’IMLIL.   MIKE MCHUGO INTENDS TO CYCLE FROM THE EAGLES NEST TO THE KASBAH DU TOUBKAL IMLIL BETWEEN 25TH MARCH AND 8TH APRIL 2004.  

THANK YOU FOR SPONSORING HIM.  THE DISTANCE IS APPROX 1,000KM

	NAME
	CONTACT DETAILS
	PENCE PER KM
	TOTAL IF 1,000KM COMPLETE

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Donations can be sent by cheque made payable to Association of the Valleys of Imlil fund and sent to:

Discover Ltd. Timbers, Oxted Rd, Godstone, Surrey, RH9 8AD or funds can be transferred to:

Association of the Valleys of Imlil fund.

Halifax

Sort Code 11-15-61

Account number 00005522

